
A WATCHDOG set up to monitor
and adjudicate on complaints
about the sexual content of teen
magazines is advising them to
make it clear that underage sex is
not illegal.

The Teenage Magazine
Arbitration Panel has outraged
family values campaigners, par-
ents, pro-life groups and religious
organisations with its views.
“Magazines should make it clear
that it is not illegal for a person
under the age of 16 to have sexu-
al intercourse,” they say.

TMAP’s formal recommenda-
tions were issued in response to a
survey conducted by pro-abortion
and contraception campaigners
Marie Stopes International which
showed a high level of ignorance
among youngsters about sex and
contraception.

The advice exploits a loophole
in the new Sexual Offences Bill,
which states that those advising
on the emotional as well as physi-
cal aspects of sex are exempt from
prosecution.

Despite assurances that under-
age sex remains illegal, govern-
ment policy is sending out contra-
dictory messages.

A Home Office spokeswoman
said: “The current law prohibits

children under the age of 16 from
being involved in sexual activity.
The purpose of this is not to crim-
inalise children engaging in nor-
mal experimental and consensual
behaviour, but to protect children
who may be vulnerable.”

Magazines are also to be
advised that articles addressing
sexual health should inform the
reader that they could visit any
general practitioner for help and
not just the GP with whom they
are registered. Nick Mazur,

deputy chief executive of the
Periodical Publishers Association,
based in the same building as
TMAP, said: “Teenage magazines
and their problem pages are often
the only source which many
young people can turn to for
advice.”

However, parents and cam-
paigners are concerned and say
this is exactly why such advice
needs to be strictly regulated.

Pippa Smith, co-founder of
anti-sleaze campaigners media-
march, said: “The increasing sex-
ualisation of our children and
teenagers through the sexually
explicit material they can access
so easily in the media coincides
with government-funded, value-
free sex education. The ‘safe sex’
message, which says sex is OK so
long as you wear a condom, is a
dangerous misrepresentation of
the medical data. The breakage
and slip-off rates are so high as to
make condoms ineffective protec-
tion against HIV or any sexually
transmitted disease, which are
now at epidemic levels. Our teens
deserve the truth, which they are
not getting from magazines.”

Last year TMAP was flooded
with complaints when Sugar maga-
zine teamed up with Marie Stopes
to offer readers a free condom.

Poverty-stricken orphans find nourishment and hope through the sacrifice of
missionary couple Rolland and Heidi Baker.
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Love changes everything
Young people in London's Trafalgar
Square dressed as condoms pretend-
ing to worship a sex god as part of a
stunt to mark World Aids Day.

DESTITUTE and dying children
in the world’s poorest country
now live in a haven of happiness –
thanks to the amazing self-sacri-
fice of a young missionary couple.
Rolland and Heidi Baker both
have doctorates in their field of
study, and could have commanded
high salaries and a luxurious
lifestyle in their American home-
land. But they felt the call of God
to Mozambique where they have
built an orphanage for over one
thousand abandoned children
found roaming the streets of a
country ravaged for years by civil
war, drought, flood and terrible
poverty.

Ten-year-old Beatrice was found
walking along the road – weak,
grotesque and almost dead – with
a bloated belly, flies crawling
around her infected eyes and
open, running sores twisting her
face. Her feet were full of worms,
and she was covered with lice and
scabies. She had been raped many
times, her mother was dead and
her father was an abusive, non-
caring alcoholic.

Five-year-old Constancia was so
traumatised she couldn’t speak –
it was only later discovered she
had witnessed her parents being
shot and decapitated.

Heidi and her English assistant
Rachel caught lice and scabies as
they held Beatrice close but felt it
was more important to let her
know she was valued and loved.
“She so desperately needed to be
touched, cherished and hugged,” 

said Heidi, whose own ten-year-
old daughter Crystalyn volun-
teered her best dress for the
stricken child.

Doctors said she probably
wouldn’t live, but she was com-
pletely whole within six weeks.
So much so that when Constancia
arrived on the scene, she was able
to reach out to her with love and
compassion, constantly talking to
her, holding her hand and taking
her on walks.

Then one day the grief-stricken
five-year-old joined a queue of
120 people getting baptised.
When she came out of the water,
she smiled for the first time. And
that day she suddenly began
speaking again and said she
wanted to lead the children’s
choir.

It was later on that she revealed
she had seen her parents being
shot and having their heads cut
off. Such horror had frozen her
spirit.

“But Jesus came to her in that
baptismal water and turned her
mourning into joy,” said Heidi.
“Both Beatrice and Constancia
want to be missionaries and lay
down their lives for Him.”

Rolland and Heidi didn’t have to
go there. There were good jobs to
be had at home. But they went
out looking for unwanted chil-
dren who were in desperate need
of love, risking life and limb as
they had to negotiate their way
through marauding thieves, van-
dals, hijackers and a government
who were not always helpful.

Full story starts on page 32

A LONDON doctor is advising his
patients that they need more than
mere physical healing for personal
wholeness.

In an article for Joy magazine,
the monthly publication of the
Assemblies of God churches, Dr
Liam Chapman writes of the bibli-
cal way to body, soul and spiritual
well-being – a trinity of health.

The North London GP runs a
biblical health clinic that functions
as a general practice called the
Centre for Integrated Medicine 

and also offers personal consultan-
cy, nutritional and lifestyle advice.

With the likes of Geri Halliwell
and Cherie Blair all getting on the
health bandwagon, he said most
pundits were missing fundamen-
tal aspects of what it means to be
in health.

“Healing is a process of repair
but health includes functioning to
your maximum capacity and
potential – both spiritually in your
soul and physically in your body.
And spiritual health includes a
relationship with God and finding
your purpose in life.

By Eddie Lindsay

By Hannah Thompson
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CRIME is falling in places that for
generations have gone from bad to
worse, a Christian group working
in some of the toughest areas of
Manchester has claimed.

“Gang leaders, drug addicts,
homeless people and whole fami-
lies have been coming to Christ,”
says Message Trust leader Andy
Hawthorne reporting on the
results of Festival: Manchester, a
city-wide evangelistic event last
year. And their Eden projects,
through which Christian workers 

continued Page 5


